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passed a resolution demanding the immediate grant of
Dominion Status to India.

The attitude of the Labour Party towards India's
legitimate aspirations was set out before the General Election
of 1929 in Labour and the Nation. The manifesto declared
the Party's belief " in the right of the Indian people to Self-
Go vernment and Self-Determination . . . with the object
of establishing India at the earliest possible moment, and by
her consent, as an equal partner with the members of the
British Commonwealth of Nations/' The success of the
Labour Party in the General Election brought Mr. Wedgwood
Benn to the India Office as Secretary of State.

With the advent of the Labour Government in June 1929,
though a minority Government, the hopes of a section of
Indian politicians were now raised to the height of gaining
" complete independence/' A number of Congress leaders
declared, to use Gandhi's phrase, " peaceful war " on British
rule in India. Although they were not taken seriously, the
general feeling even among the more sober politicians was to
give the cry their tacit approval so that their modest demand
for immediate Dominion Status might be conceded by the
Labour Government. There were others who saw no differ-
ence whatsoever in the attitude of a Labour Government
and a Conservative Government towards India, and warned
the Congress leaders not to expect much from the MacDonald
Government.
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Lord Irwin's visit to England in 1929 coincided with the
advent of the Labour Party to office. It was also the time
when the members of the Statutory Commission were draft-
ing their Report. Lord Irwin made it clear to His Majesty's
Government that it was necessary to assure Indian politicians
that the goal of India's political status should not be less
than that of the Dominions and that the purpose of convening
a conference was to consider what steps could be taken to